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*We stand as we are able. 
 

Introduction to the day 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to 

repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the 

approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous 

judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with 

hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no 

more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John 

the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE 

 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:  

           “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” (LBW 34, verse 2) 
 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (LBW p. 56) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 



delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

*ENTRANCE HYMN: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”                      LBW 23 
  

*APOSTOLIC GREETING (LBW p. 57) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (LBW p. 57)  

 



 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE: “People Look East”   WOV 626, verse 2 
              

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62) 

Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 

of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 



  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (spoken responsively by whole verse) 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the little hills bring righteousness. 

 4He shall defend the needy among the people; 

  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.  

 5He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

  from one generation to another. 

 6He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time shall the righteous flourish; 

  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, 

  who alone does wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be his glorious name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.  
 

SECOND LESSON: Romans 15:4-13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 

with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may 



with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 

promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 

God for his mercy. As it is written,  

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 

may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (LBW p. 62) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the 

one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  



 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 

and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all 

Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of 

the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 

will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 

SERMON (LBW p. 83)  
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”     LBW 36  
 

*APOSTLES CREED (LBW p. 64) 

With the whole church, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 



He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

*THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (LBW p. 65) 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and 

theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your 

people. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will 

be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. 

Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who 

will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, 

and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for 

themselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who 

are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human 

trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, 

and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 

ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for 

people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones 

(especially). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks 

for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the 

joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. 

Amen. 
 

*PEACE (LBW p. 66) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you.    
 

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: (LBW p. 66) 

 

 
 

 

 

 



*OFFERTORY PRAYER (LBW p. 67) 

Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, 

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

*DIALOGUE (LBW p. 68) 

 
 

*PREFACE (LBW p. 68) 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you 

will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world 

in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

*THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 70) 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER (LBW p. 71) 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 72)  

 
 

COMMUNION (LBW p. 72) 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN: “For the Bread Which You Have Broken” 

                    LBW 200  
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING AND CANTICLE (LBW p. 72) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen 

 



 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (LBW p.74) 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

*BLESSING (LBW p. 74) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen  
 

*SENDING HYMN: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                        LBW 25  
 

*DISMISSAL (LBW p. 74) 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Today’s communion elements are presented to the Glory of God, by Evie Roser. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE TEXT FOR SUNDAY 12/11/2022 

Isa 35:1-10, Ps 146:5-10, James 5:7-10, Matt 11:2-11 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Marlene Batchelor, Adley French, Andrew Gilroy, Ron & Lois Goodling,  

Rev. Paul Haack, Butch Hengst, Joann King, Linda Kowalewski,  

Melann Laughman, Karen & Randy McCullough, Don Miller,  

Tom & Pam Prowell, Bev Reindollar, Mike & Janet Schriver, LeMos Stallard, 

Mary Wiglesworth 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Services are videotaped and streamed live each week on Zion Lutheran 

Church’s Facebook page. It is possible during recording that people attending 



the service will be filmed.  If you have any concerns about being filmed, please 

contact the office at 717-235-3276. 
 

Today we welcome Gwen Trout to lead us musically from the organ bench. 
 

The office has received some contact information updates for Zion’s Friends 

and Family Directory. If you would like to update your contact information, 

please drop a note to the office with your updated information. If you did not 

have your contact information in Zion’s directory previously, but would like it 

added to the upcoming copy, please send the names of your household, birthdates 

(optional), mailing address, email addresses, and phone numbers to the office 
 

CHRISTMAS… a time for giving and sharing!  The Christian Education 

Committee will be collecting Gifts of Warmth once again this year (hats, 

scarves, mittens, etc.) to adorn our Christmas Tree which will be set up in the 

Upstairs Fellowship Hall.  The tree will be set up December 4 through January 

1, 2023. Although all donations for children, teens, women, and men are greatly 

appreciated, there is a great need for hats, scarves, gloves and socks for men, 

particularly large sizes.  All donations will be delivered to the Salvation Army in 

York at the end of the collection period.  As we prepare for the birth of our 

Savior, let us remember the true spirit of the season and share God’s 

bountiful blessings. We understand that these are difficult times and that 

donations may not be as fruitful this year. In speaking with a representative of 

the Salvation Army, they were thrilled to learn that we will be continuing this 

tradition and remember Zion with grateful hearts. Questions may be directed to 

any member of the Committee:  Jeff Hoffman, Pam Hoffman, Pam Spangler, Bev 

Reindollar, Chair, Evelyn Roser. 
 

A Congregational meeting is scheduled for after worship on December 11th. 

The main item for the meeting is taking a vote on the proposed 2023 budget. 

Copies of the proposed 2023 budget are available on the windowsill near the 

bulletins. 
 

The Loose Change offering plate is available every Sunday. You may bring 

your loose change any Sunday of the month. At the end of the month, the total 

collected for that month will be sent to the chosen organization. December’s 

Loose Change collection will benefit Glen Rock’s Hufnagel Library. 
 

Due to flower and supply prices going up and the costs involved in delivering 

flowers for churches, Flowers by Cindy will be increasing prices starting 

1/1/2023. Regular altar flowers will increase to $30. High altar flowers will 

increase to $20.  



If you desire pastoral care or conversation, please contact Vicar David Hoth 

at 720-855-8878. 
 

SUNDAY SERVANTS 

Assisting Ministers:  

Dec. 4: Diane Bortner 

Dec. 11: George Brown 

Dec. 18: Linda Beegle 

Dec. 24: Butch Hengst 

Lectors: 

Dec. 4: Chad Fisher 

Dec. 11: Diane Bortner 

Dec. 18: Susie Hengst 

Dec. 24: George Brown 

Council Offering Duty: 

 December – Gevene Harden and Rick Freda 

Social Time Hosts: 

Dec. 4: Rick Freda and Michael Warns 

Dec. 11: Bev Reindollar 

Dec. 18: Fisher Family 

Altar Care: 

 December – Diane Bortner and Donna Price 

 

PERSONNEL here at ZION 

Vicar David Hoth, Interim Vicar.....................................................720-855-8878 

Darryl Engler, Organist 

Brenda Davis, Administrative Assistant  

Chad Fisher, Sexton…………………………….............................717-891-5327 

Donna Price, Council President.......................................................717-235-5465 

Chad Fisher, Council Vice President...............................................717-891-5327 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Donna Price, Tom Bailey, Susan Hengst, Edgar Davis, Rick Freda, Chad Fisher, 

Linda Beegle, Jeff Brown 
 

Zion Lutheran Church, 47 Hanover Street, Glen Rock, PA 17327 

 Office Phone: 717-235-3276 - Website: www.zionglenrock.org       

Email: office@zionglenrock.org 
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